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Num. II. 

E Coll. nostris MSS., Vol, lxxx, p. 148. Notes out of the 
Church Register of Thatcham in Berks, communicated to me by 
my learned friend Thomas Rawlinson, Esq. ^ 

G^- Register of Thatcham, giv'n by Edmonde Docura.* of 
Chamberhouse in this Parish, 18 Eliz. anno 1576, commences 
Anno Domini 1561, all digested by Months. 

An, Domini 1561, March 4th, Anne Docwraye, of Chamber- 
house was buryed. 

- 

1 Thomas EAWiiiNSON, the antiquary, for whom Addison is said to 
have intended his character of Tom Folio in the Tatler, No. 158. He 
was a great collector of books, and a man of considerable learning. 
Hearne's publication entitled '^Aluredi Beverlacensis Annales, &c." 
was printed from the original MS. in the possession of Heame, who 
received many communications from Eawliuson, which he invariably 
acknowledges with gratitude. While Rawlinson lived in Gray's Inn, 
he had four chambers so completely filled with books and MSS., that 
his bed was turned out into the passage. He afterwards removed to 
London-house, the ancient palace of the Bishops of London, in 
Aldersgate-street, where he died August 6, 1725, aged 44, and was 
buried in the Church of St. Botolph, Aldersgate. In London-house 
his library was sold after his decease. His MSS. took sixteen days 
to sell, from March 4, 1733-4; and at that time they formed one of the 
largest collections ever known to have been offered to the public. 

2 Edmonde Doctjila.. This gentleman was M.P. for Windsor in 
the Parliament of 1572, and represented Aylesbury in the preceding 
Parliament of 1571. 

The manor of Chamberhouse descended to the Docuras through 
the marriage of Martin Docura with Isabel, daughter of Sir William 
Danvers, of Chamb erho use, one of the Judges of the Court of Common 
Pleas t^mp, Henry YU. The following inscription on a monumental 
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brass formerly in the south aisle of Thatcham Church is given in 
Ashmole's ** History and Antiquities of Berks": — 

Of your Charite pray for the Soule of Thomas Docura, son 
Of Martin Docura, and Isabell his wife, whyche 
Thomas dyed the 5 Day of July, Ano- 1529. On 
Whose Soules Jhesu have mercy. 

The monument to Judge Danvers still remains in Thatcham Church, 
but the inscriptions and figures have been removed. It is described, 
as follows, by Ashmole in his list of Inscriptions in the Churches in 
Berkshire, collected by him when he visited this coimty in 1664 and 
1665 by virtue of his deputation from Sir Edward Byshe, Clarencieux, 
King-of-Arms, and published in the "History and Antiquities of 
Berkshire "in 1719:— 

Beneath the Chancel and the South He, in Lady Fuller's He of the 
Church, is a Tomb raised with stone work, on the top of which lyes a 
fair long Marble, with the Figure of a Judge in his Habit, and his 
Wife, and circumscribed thus: — 

Here resteth the Body of William Danvers, late oon of the 

Kynges es of the Comon Fleas, and the Body of Anne, 

the Wife of the said William ter and Heire to the 

ryght Worshipful Squyer John Pvry, of Chamber-House in the 

Coimty of April, in the Yere of our Lord Gk)d, 1504, 

and the said Anne decessyed the Day of the Moneth 

in the Yere of our Ijord God, M On whose 

Soules Jhesu have mercy. 
Under their Feet are the Figures of four Sons and four Daughters. 

In a reprint of Ashmole' s Antiquities of Berkshire, published in one 
volume, foHo, at Beading in 1736, at the instance of Mr: John Watts, 
an Alderman of that borough, who gave away a sheet weekly, with 
the Beading Mercury (which he had established in 1723), it is stated 
that many of the monumental inscriptions on brass plates had been 
stolen about the year 1734 when the Church was broken open and 
robbed. It is very probable that the Danvers brasses were purloined 
at this time. The family of Danvers (D'Anvers), said to have 
been so denominated from the city of Anvers or Antwerp, are reported 
to have been descended from Boland D' Anvers, one of the com- 
panions in arms of the Conqueror. They were the early owners 
of the Manor of Winterboume-Danvers, near Newbury. The name 
of Bobert Danvers occurs in 1261, as a Coroner in Berkshire, and 
in "Testa de Nevill," temp. Hen. HI., and Edward I., Bobert 
de Anvers is returned as holding land in Winterboume. In 1310-11 
Edmimd Danvers, of Winterboume, was plaintiff, and Bobert, 
son of Bichard Wyfold and Joanna his wife defendants, in a 
Final Concord of that date; and in 1316, Thomas Danvers is reported 
in ** Nomina Villanmi" as Lord of the manor of Winterboume-Danvers, 
and Edward Danvers as Lord of Chilton. Thomas Danvers filled the 
office of Sheriff of Berks in 1307-8, and again in 1310-11. It is 
stated in an Inquisition taken in 1331 as to the age of Thomas de 
Polhampton that Bichard de Polhampton of Balsdon, in the parish of 
Kintbury, and Mary his wife were dwelling at the house of Thomas 
D'AnvOTS at Winterboume, when Thomas de Polhampton was bom, 
Tiz\., in 2 Edw. IE. (1308-9), that the said Thomas was bi^tized at 
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Winterbourne, and that Thomas D^Anrers was godfather ; Gilbert de 
Okhanger, John de Okeburn, and jurors were present at the baptism. 
This renders it probable that Mary de Polhampton was daughter of 
Thomas D*Anvers. From an Inqnisitio post mortem, 36 Edw. m. 
(1362), it is learnt that Eobert Danvers field land in Winterboume- 
Danvers and Compton, and that the said Robert died 20 Sept. of this 
year; Edward Danvers, his son and heir, being then 16 years of age. 
It is also shown by an Inquisition, 41 Edw. III. (1367), that Edwaid, 
son and heir of Robert Danvers before going to transmarine parts 
enfeoffed Edmund, his uncle, with all his lands. Edmimd Danvers 
was Knight of the. Shire for Berks, 2 and 3 Edw. HI. (1328 and 
1328-9). He married Alice Cleet, daughter of John Cleet, Knight of 
the Shire for Berks in the Parliament of 36th Edw. ni. (1362). His 
wife, who survived him, married 2dly Sir Richard Abberbury, jun., of 
Donnington Castle. A deed-poll of Thomas Danvers, son of Alice, 
Lady Abberbury, by her first husband Edmund Danvers, is dated at 
Donnington Castle, 2 Hen. V. (1414). Williain Danvers represented 
the county of Berks in the Parliaments of 8 Hen. Y. (1420), 9 Hen. V. 
(1421), 6 Hen. VI. (1427), 9 Hen. VI. (1430), and 15 Hen. VI. 
(1436-7). Sir William Danvers, the Judge, derived the Chamber- 
house estate from the Purys, having married Anne, daughter and 
heir of John Pury, of Chamberhouse. He left three sons and four 
daughters, who aU, except one son, married and left issue. There is 
in Baker's ''Northamptonshire," vol.i, p. 605, an elaborate pedigree of 
the descendants of the Judge's half-brother (embracing the Earldom 
of Danby, and the line of Baronets), and this line appears to have 
terminated in the latter part of the last century in two co-heiresses, 
grand-daughters of Sir Robert Rich, of Sonning. 

The name of Chaimber-house is probably derived from the family of 
Chambre, who, as it wiU be subsequently seen, were owners of con- 
siderable property in the parish of Thatcham. 

In a Final Concord (or final agreement, or acknowledgment of a 
feoffment on record, on conveyancs of land, tenements, or anything 
inheritable, to cut off all controversies), 34 Hen. HI. (1250), No. 365, 
between John Picard, plaintiff, and Roger de la Chambre, and Felicia 
his wife, defendants, the subject of the settlement was one carucate of 
meadow land (from 60 to 120 acres) in Thatcham, which plaintiff 
grants to Philip de la Chambre, son of Roger de la Chambre, on his 
marriage with Joanna, daughter of the plaintiff, John Picard. 
Failing issue, the same to revert to plaintiff. By a fine of a shortly 
subsequent date, 41 Hen. III. (1257), No. 451, the same Roger de la 
Chambre and Felicia his wife convey one carucate of land in Thatcham 
to Richard, Abbot of Reading, for prayers to be offered for the souls 
of the donors and such others as they appointed. Ashmole mentions 
among the Anniversaries or Obits held and celebrated in St. George's 
Chapel, Windsor, that of John Chambre, canon of that Chapel. In 
the year 1447, John Pury, being then Lord of the Manor of Chamber- 
house, had the Kind's license to embattle his manor-house, and to 
impark 344 acres of land (Cart. 25 and 26 Hen. VI.). 

* Chamberhouse Cattle,' as it is often called in old topographical 
works, occupied a strong natural position in the Vale of the Kennet, 
being nearly surrounded in all sides by water, the river flowing in 
front, on the south, and a small branch or streamlet, which may 
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Anno Domini, 1562, Januarie the first day of this month, 
Mr. Arthur Docwra, sonne and heyre to the right worshipful . 
Mr. Edmund Docwray, of Chamherhouse, was chnst'ned. 

1564, April the xxx day, Mr. Henry Docwra, sonne to the 
right worshipfull Mr. Edmund Docwra, of Chamherhouse, was 
christ'ned. 

October, 1564. Memorandum, that whereas a child was founde 
by the highe wave, and, by estimation, not iii weeks olde, the 
Father nor yet Mother founde ne knowen, being uncertaine 
whether that were christned or not, I, Sir* William Meane 
by the advise of Mr. William Pounde ordynarie, did baptize the 
child in my cure and churche of Thatcham, at the evening 
prayer, on a sondaye, John William godfather, and Elizabeth 
KoBiNSON and Elizabeth Gassard godmothers, the xv day of 
thafor October. 

1565. August the xxi, Maude Fittie, a bastard, was christned, 
begotten of one Frauncis 1'yttie, lakye to Mr. Edmund 
Docwra, etc. 



N.B. the true Name of Bucklebury is Burghulbery. 

N.B. a Danish Campe, called Grimsbury Hill, on which 
live a family, called at this day Dane Castle, 2 miles from 
Thatcham. * 

Ex Kegistro. 1565, July the xxii day of thii^ Month, Ambrose 
Raysford [Raynsford], gentleman, was christned, Mr. Docwra 
and Mr. Tectersall [? Tattersall of Finchampstead], godfathers, 
and Mrs. Ffouks godmother. 

probably have been ui^ed as a moat, runs along the north and east sides, 
and joins the main stream a short distance below the house. The space 
to the west of the building, marked by the road from Thatcham, which 
crosses both river and streamlet by bridges, is moreover partly protected 
by a ditch connected with the Kennet about a himdred yards nearer 
Newbury than the road itself. The defences on this narrow ^frpnt 
may readUy have consisted merely of a wall, the flanks of which rested 
on the (? draw) bridges which may have closed the approaches from 
the North and JSouth. 

8 Sib William Meanb. The prefix of "Sir" was a title of respect 
bestowed on the Olergy at a v^y early period. — See Transactions of 
tiie Newbury District Field Club, vol. ii. pp. 228-9. 

* Danish Camp. The ancient family of Dancastles, for the derivation 
of whose name Bawlinson suggests this fanciful hypothesis, lived at 
Well-house near the British hill-fort known as Grimsbury Castle, no 
doubt subsequently occupied by the Danes as well as by the Bomans. 
The remains of the old mansion have been converted into a farm-house. 
The situation of the pleasure grounds are indicated by the presence of 
several fine cedar trees. 
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Anno Domini 1572, Maye the xxvi Day of this month was 
John Rastall buryed, who was kilde uppon Whitsonday at the 
quinteine. * 

1573. The viii of this month* was buryed one of Brodfeld 
[BradfieldjL who was kylled with a weyn. 

1574. The xi day of the same month Joan Greene was 
buryed, who was drowned in the ryver by Hamill. • 

The same day was George Marshall buryed, who was slayen 
by the stroke of a barr within the grounde of Mr. Edmunde 
DocwRA esquier. 

1573. September the 12 day of this month, Katherin White 
and Joan White were baptized, doughters to one Whyte a 
bearer of aqua vitse ^ in this Parishe, and he dwelt at Newbery. 

1578. John Winchcombe, the sonne of John Winchcombe, 
gent., was baptized the seconde of Maii, 1578. ® 

1578 alles lerelund, and dyd penance 

openly in the Churche of Thatcham upon the twelfe daye. • 



* Quinteine. A Roman military sport or exercise on horseback, 
formerly practised in England to try the agility of the country youth. 
It was tilting at a mark, made in the shape of a man to the middle, 
having a shield in his left hand, and a wooden sword in the right : 
the whole was made to turn round, so that if it was struck with the 
lance in any part but full in the breast, it turned with the force of the 
stroke, and hit the horseman with the sword which it held in its right 
hand. The following description of the pastime is given in Bailey's 
Dictionary, Ed. 1759: — 

** QuiNTAiNE. A sport yet in use at Marriages in Shropshire and 
elsewhere, in which they run a Tilt on Horseback with Poles, against 
a thick Post fixed on the Groimd; and he who breaks most Poles has 
the Prize, formerly a Peacock, now a Q-arland." 

^ Hamill. Ham Mill, formerly FuUing Mills. 

^ Aqua Vit-«: i.e. Water of Life. A name familiarly appHed to native 
distilled spirits. It answers to the whisky of the Scotch, usquebagh 
of the Irish, eau de vie of the French, and the geneva of the Dutch. 

BaUey describes it as "a sort of Cordial Water, made of Beer 
strongly hopp'd, and well fermented." 

8 John Winchcombe. Apparently grandson of John Winchcombe 
of Bucklebury, who died in 1557, and great grandson of **Jack of 
Newbury." There appear to have been four generations of *' Johns," 
beginning with John Winchcombe, the famous clothier. John Winch- 
combe, grandson of "Jack of Newbury," inherited the Manor of 
Henwick in the parish of Thatcham, and resided there. See Burial of 
Margerie Winchcombe, 1611. 

8 Penance. In 1554, penitents in London stood wrapped in a white 
sheet, with a taper in one hand and a rod in the other, during a 
sermon, after which they were struck on the head at Paul's Cross and 
so reconciled. The two latest instances of public penance in England 
occurred at Bristol in 1812, and Ditton, Cambridgeshire, in 1849. 

* Nomen meni^ deest in Ck>U. nostris. 
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1579. The xxiii*^ of August was christned Anne Winchcombe, 
the daughter of John winchcombe, gent.; Thomas Dolman, 
gent., Mrs. Fokester and Mrs. Maby Blanchard, Godfather and 
Goslips puta. ^® 

1579. Januarii. Anne Winchcombe, the daughter of John 
Winchcombe, gent, was buried the vii*^** daye of the same moneth. 

1582. Margareta de Domi elomosyn. " cujus filius traditus 

fuit mihi ejusd. ^Roberto Collins tunc Ludimagistro 

apud Thatcham) sepult. fuit prime Septembris Anno supra diet. 

Ex hac scriptura mihi patet, Robebtum Collins scriptorem 
scribam fuisse hujus Libri, scripti 1576. 

1685. The xix*^Day of the same an Irish woman that dyed at 
Couldropp Farme, and a poore woman's child died at thalmes 
howse, and were buryed in one grave. 

Anno 1591. John Younge, servaunte to ould Mason of 
Greenham, beinge killed with a Carte, was buried the x^^ daie of 
Februarie. 

1592. Mr. NccHOLAs Fuller, the sonne of Nicholas Fuller, 
Esquire, borne at Chamberhous, was baptized the xvii*^ of 
Decemb. ** 

1593. William Wynchcombe, the sonne of Mr. John 
Wynohcombe, was baptized the vi*^ of Marche. 

1594. Richard Browne, gent, buried from Cold Ash, was 
buried the xiiii*^ of June. 

1596. A poore walkingman, dicing in the street, was btiryed 
at Thatcham the 6 daycof June, anno 1597. 



i<> Thomas Dolman. Son of Thomas Dolman, of Newbury, Clothier, 
who died in 1575. He is said to have completed the building ef 
Shaw House in 1581, and served the ofl&ce of Sheriff of Berks in 1588, 
when he was knighted. He married Margaret, daughter of Sir Wm. 
Forster, of Aldermaston. The godmothers were apparently Lady 
Forster, wife of Sir Himiphrey Forster, and Mrs. Blanchard, of Prior's 
Court, Chieveley. 

11 The Alms-Housb. By a deed-poll, dated 7 July, 1445, Eobert 
Clark, vicar of Thatcham, described as the Executor of Thomas 
Loundyes, ''granted to William Carter, John Goldfader, a and Eobert 
Kestwold, churchwardens of Thatcham, and their successors for ever, 
a burgage on the south side of East Street, Thatcham, commonly called 
the Almshouse, and situate near the Chapel there. 

12 Me. Nicholas Fulleb. See his burial, July 5, 1620. 

» Ashmole giyes the following inscriptioii as beins on a brass in Thatcham 
Church. ** Here lyeth John Goldfadyr on whose Som Gk>d have mercy." Amen. 
Rawlinson, in the note appended to the burial of Margaret of the Almshouse, 
conjectures that her son Robert OoUins, then Schoolmaster, was the person who was 
the person who transcribed the Registers in the book grren by Edmund Docwra. 
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1598. Gyles Raynsford, gent., was buryed at Thatcham, the 
xvitene dayo of Aprill, anno 1598. ^* 

Page, incert Anno 1599, mention made of the boroughe of 
Thatcham. i* 

1600. John Wynchcombe, the sonne of John Wynchcombe 
the younger, was baptized the last daye of February, anno 1600, 
being borne the xxiu*^ of the said February anno prsedict. 

1601. Whereas ther was a woman childe brought from 
Tynchamsted, and left in Midgham, beinge of the parishe of 
Thatcham, whereof Mr. Doctor Martyn, ^^^ Officiall of Berks, 
beinge certifiede that the childe was not christned, directed his 
letter to proceede to the administringe of the Sacrament of 
Baptism unto the seide Childe; whereupon the seide Childe 
was christnede the xxix*** of March, 1601, in the parish Churche 
of Thatcham, beinge then named Jonb. The names of the 
Father and Mother of the same childe at that tyme we could 
not leame. 1601. 

1602. Jane Winchcombe, the daughter of John W., the 
younger, Gent., was bap. the xxv*^ of July, 1602. 

1602. Dennis Wigmore beinge found slaine was buried the 
xxv*^ of Marche by warrant from the Corroner, 1603. 

1603. John Smith a pore wayfaring man, died in the Parson- 
age Barne, was buried the vii*^ of June, 1603. 



^3 Giles Baynsford, gent. The Eaynsfords of Thatcham appear to 
have been a branch of the family of this name settled at Great Tew, 
Oxon. A farm neax Chamberhouse is still ecdled Bansford's or 
Bainsford's. The Bainsfords were connected by marriage with the 
Danvers family; Dorothy, daughter of Sir William Bainsford, of 
Great Tew, having married John Danvers, son of WiHifim Danvers, who 
was second son oi Sir John Danvers, kt. 

1* Borough of Thatcham. Browne Willis in his NotitU' Parlum&f^ 
taria says:—" But besides this said Borough or Town of Newbury, I 
find a Place call'd jThateham, a considerable vOlage in its neighbour- 
hood, heretofore belonging to the Abbot of Beadmg, stil'd a Borough 
tho' it never was a Parliamentary one." 

1^ Db., afterwards Sib, Hsnby Mabtin was bom in the parish 
of St. Michael Basishaw, London, son of Anthony Martin, who 
was son of William Martin, of Wokingham, Berks, by Margaret 
his second wife, daughter of John Yate, of Lyford in that coun^. He 
was educated at Winchester School; whence he went to New College, 
Oxford, of which he became Fellow in 1582. He was admitted to the 
degree of Doctor of Civil Law in 1582. Besides being Official Principal 
of the Archdeaconry of Berks, he wast Chancellor of London, and 
successively Judge of the Admiralty, Dean of Arches, and Judge c4 
Prerogative Court of Canterbury. He died 26 September, 1641, aged 
81, and was biuied at Longworth, Berks. His e^ieA& there is scud to 
have been wasted by his son Harry, the Begicide. 
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John Tull, of Midgham, died of the Plague, ^* was buried at 
Midgham in his Orchard the 

[1603.] Joan Tull, the Wiff of John Tull, was buried from 
Midgham the xix*^ of July, 1603. died of the Plague. 

Marie Hodges died of the Plague, and was buried in Crook- 
hame Heath the xxviii**^ of August, 1603. ^'' 

1603. Abraham Grat, Precher, dwelling in Readinge, came 
to Thatcham, and died ther, and was Duryed the iii*^ of 
September, 1603. 

1603. A Woman lying sicke in Dunstonb Fielde, was 
brought into the ould Almshouse, and there died, and was buried 
in Thatcham Church-yard the xxv*^ of September, 1603. 

1604. Richard Goddard, the sonne of John Goddard, 
minister, was baptized the xiiii*^ day of December, 1604. 

1604. Wm. Davis, the sonne of Thomas Davis, a walking 
man, bapt. the xii*^ of April, 1605, etc. 

1605. John Gelie, Gent, from Midgham, was buried the v*^ 
day of December, 1605. 

1605. John Hunt, the sonne of John Hunt, baptized at 
Brtmpton the xix*^ daye of October, 1605, by the permission 
and leave of Mr. Thomas Tovye, vicar, as appeared by a 
certificate under the hand of Mr. Lancelots Hodgson, vicar of 
the said Brtmpton. And in other Plaices itt appears, Thomas 
Tovey was vicar of Thatcham then, and it is probable, that the 
People's withdrawing from the Plague was the occasion of these 
forreign Christenings. 

1605. Benjamin Owen, the sonne of Thomas Owen, Gent., 
was baptized the xviii*^ day of February e, 1605. 

1605. A younge Crisome,^® being a man-child, being found 
drowned at Chamberhouse mill was taken up, on which the 
Coroner sate, and by his appointment, it was buried the xiii*^ of 
March, 1605. 



1* The Plague. The Plague was so great at this time that from 
the 23rd December, 1602, to the 22nd December following, there died 
of this pestilence in London and the Liberties 30,578 persons. 
Baker's " Chronicle." 

^7 Bttbial on Cbooeham Heath. The fact of its being a common 
practice to bury persons who died of the Plague in lone or imfre- 
quented spots, may in some measure accoimt for human remains 
being so frequently found in such places. 

i^The Ebv. Ab&aham Gray. He was Vicar of St. Lawrence's, 
Beading. 

10 Chbisome Child. There have been various opinions given of the 
proper use of the term Chrisom Child, It is sometimes understood to 
apply to those children who died unbaptized, but is generally supposed 
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1606. tUoNsTANTiNB SoTWELL,** the daughter of the Worship- 
full Mr. WiLLYAM Sot WELL, Esquier, was biaptized the seconde 
daye of September, 1606, in the Chappell of Grinham. 

1606, EnwARDE Strowdb, Gent.,*^ and Elizabeth Kino 
were married the viii*^ daye of December, 1606. 

1606. A pore young man, beinge found sicke aboute .the 
Berrie stile, was broughte to the ould Almshous, and his certain 
name not knowne, and there died, and was buried the xiii'** daye 
of November, 1606. 



to indicate infants that died within the month of birth and the 
chu:fching of the mother. If the child died before the maternal 
churching, the infant was buried in the chrisom cloth, which was 
usually of white linen, more or less costly according to the standing of 
the parents. If the child died and the mother was to be churched, she 
left the chrisom cloth with the parson, and looked upon it as part of 
his fee. Fosbroke, in his ** Encyclopedia of Antiquities," (vol i. p. 1 04), 
observes, ** The ancient duty of Christening was the chrysame or face- 
cloth, which covered the child at its baptism, but if it died, only 
two-pence, the woman's offering at her churching, the face-cloth being 
kept to wind the child in.* And in another place (vol. ii, page 686), 
*^ In the Liturgy compiled by Oranmer, Ridley, &c., temp. Edward VI., 
it is directed that the child, if not weak, shall be dipped three times in 
the font, first on the right side, then on the left, and lastly with the 
face toward the font. After which the godfathers and godmothers 
were to lay their hands on the child, and the minister put on the 
chrysom, in which the child was buried if he died within the time 
of wearing it. In some cases it became the perquisite of the 
clergyman." f 

^ CoNSTAiHTNE Sotwell. The SotweUs, who appear to have been 
owners of the Manor of Qreenham at this time, were an ancient family 
long settled at Chute in Wiltshire. See Baptism of Francis Sotwell, 
14 July, 1608; Burial of William Sotwell, 16 April, 1612; and Note 
to Burial of Elinor Sotwell, July 16, 1617. 

^1 Stbowde. — ^A family of this name lived at Henwick, in the parish 
of Thatcham. 

* Mr. Douce says it was ths ancient practice, in baptism, to use not only water 
but oiV, which was called chriam; with this the priest made the sign of the cross on 
the child's breast, and between the shoulders ; and after immersion made another 
cross on the head with the oil ; then the chrisom was put on, tiie priest asking at 
the same time the child's name, and saying a prayer. It was sometimes orna- 
mented with a crown, worked in crimson thread, alluding to the passion of Christ 
and the crown of eternal life obtained by his sacrifice ; it was to be worn seven 
days, and taken off on the eighth, symbolical of the seven ages of man's life. After 
the Heformation the oil was omitted, and the chrisom was worn until the mother's 
churching. 

t ' ' After the disuse of the albe, children to be baptized were brought in a ohrisomy 
casula, or sabanus, which was delivered to the sponsors as a token of the innocency 
given by God's grace in baptism and of that to which the baptized should give 
themselves. At the churching of the infant's mother the chrysom was presented to 
the priest to be used for making surplices, or coverings for the chalice, or lor some 
similar purpose." Walloot's " Sacred Arohwology," p. 155. 
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1606. A Child buried at Newburie belonging to Thatcham 
by leave of Tovie the Parson by reason of the highness of the 
Waters. ^ 

1608. William Winchcombe, the sonne of John Winch- 
combe the younger, gent., was baptized the xvi*** daye of 
October, 1608, same year burryd xxv*** day. 

1609. Richard Bridr, the sonne of Mr. Edwarde Bride, a 

Srecher dwelling in the Towne of Thatcham, was buryed the iii 
ay of December, 1609, borne first Dec. 1609. 

1609. Abel Goddard, the sonne of Mr. John Goddard, 
minister, baptiz'd, 1609. 

1609. Elizabeth Smith, a pore woman died in the Cage** 
was buried the xxiiii of February, 1609. 

1610. Philip Stroud, the sonne of Mr. Edward Strowdb, 
of Henwicke, was baptized the ix of April, 1610. 

John Winchcombe, the elder gent., was buried the iii day of 
June, 1610. »* 

1610. Abigail Wagstaffe, the daughter of Mr. Timothy 
Wagstaffe, Esquier, was baptized thevi daye of November, 
1610. » 

1610. MicHABLL Pindar, the sonne of Mr. Mtchaell Pindar, 
Esquier, borne at Chamberhouse, was baptized the xiii*^ day of 
Januarie in the Chapell at Chamberhouse, 1610. *• 

^ The main road from Newbury to Thatcham was at this time 
what is now known as the * Back-way ' or 'Lower Koad,' which, from 
its proximity to the Eiyer Kennet was, and is, frequently liable to 
floods. 

^ The Cage. The village lock-up. 

8* Grandson of * Jack of Newbury.' 

*• Abigail Wagstaffe. According to the Visitation of Warwick- 
shire, 1619, Timothy Wagstaffe (son of Thomas Wagstaffe by Anne, 
dau. of Eichard Yenour, gent,, both of co. Warwick), of the Middle 
Temple, married EHzabeth, dau. of Nicholas Fulwer, of Chamberhouse, 
Berks, and was living in 1619 with issue following: — ^Thomas, aged 
4^ years; Timothy, aged 2 years; John, aged 12 weeks; Elizabeth, 
Anne, and Abigail. The following Marriage License in the Bishop oJF 
London's Registry refers to the marriage of Timothy Wagpstaffe and 
Elizabeth Fuller:— 1604-5, Jan. 2, Timothy Wagstaffe, gent., of the 
Middle Temple, bachelor, aged about 27, with the consent of his 
father Mr. Gliomas Wagstaffe, of the Town of Warwick, gent., and' 
Elizabeth Fuller, maiden, about 20, with the consent of her father 
Mr. Nicholas Fiiller, Esq., of Christ Church, London. To marry at 
Highgate Chapel. — See Burial of Abigail Wagstaffe, 8 April, 1612. 
Baptism of Thomas Wagstaffe, 29 Mar. 3615; Timothy, 10 Sept. 1616; 
and John Wagstaffe 20 May, 1619, 

^ Chahbeuhottse Chapel. Ashmole in his ** History and Anti- 
quiMes of Berkshire," vol. ii, p. 326, under Thatch^, says: — ''In 
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of London, Esq., borne 6th of 

Januarie, 1610. Bap. xiiii^**- 

Mr. JoH. GoDDERD, of Crookham bury'd 6th Feb. 1610. 

May 17th. In Anno 1601. It appears Tovby was then Parson 
of Thatch AM. 

1601. John Mtchell, servaimt to William Dancastell, 
being drowned by misadventure within the tithving of Geernf- 
HAM, within the parish of Thatcham the iiii*^ daye of July, was 
buried at Thatcham the fifth of the same July, 1601. 

1610. Elizabeth Offlie, the daughter of John Off lib, of 
Made LIE in the countie of Stafford, Esquire, was borne the 
xxviii*^ daye of Januarie, 1610, and was baptized the xvii^ day 
of February foUowinge. ^ 

Tho. Tovet, vicar, 1610, 1612. 

1611. 

1611. * Margerie Winchcombb, the daughter of John W., 
gent., of Henwicke, buried xix*^ Sept. 1611.*^ 

1607. Benedic Winchcombb the sonne of John W. the 
younger, gent, was baptized the xxvii*^ daye of September, 1607. 

1607. John Stronge, the sonne of Wm. S., died at Smith's 
of the Water side, was bur'd the xiii'^ daye of Januarie, 1607, 
the said Willm. S. being a pore man that walk'd the country. 

1608. Francis Sotwell, the sonne of the worshipfull Mr. 
Willyam Sotwell, esquier, was baptized the xiiii*^ daye of 
Julye, 1608, in the Chappell of Grinham. 

1611. Joan Merton, the daughter of Annib Mbrtok, whos 
mother can neither heare nor speake, was^bury'd the xxviii'** 
daye of Januarie, 1611. 

this Parish is an old Seat called Chamber-house, lately purchased by 
Mr. Lonsdale, of the Tower of London, from the family of Fullers. 
In it is a Chapel about four yards and eight inches broad, £ve yards 
and eight inches long." 

The Mansion anoAncient Chapel at Chamberhouse have long since 
disappeared, and their site is now partly occupied by the comparativelv 
modem residence of the farm manager.* In the ** History of Newbury," 
p. 199, the authors, in repeating this statement from. Lysons, observe: — 
** There was, as before noticed, at a remote period a Chapel at Crook- 
ham, but no remains of the bmlding are traceable, and me site is not 
even known, f " 25 

*^ Elizabeth Offlib. See Baptism of John Offley, W Jan., 1617. 

^ Henwtckb. As already mentioned, Henwick was one of the too- 
perties of the Winchcombes. In Eocque's map of Berks, 1766, "The 
Old Bowling Qreen " is denoted at Henwick, eliowing that it was then 
a residence of some Httle importance. 

* Lysons, in "Magna Britannia" Berks, p. 388, says.—** There was anciently a 
free-cnapel at Crokeham of which there are no remains." 

t The Chapel referred to, was no donht the Free Chapel of Ohambi'rhonse, which 
is in the hamlet or tithing of Crookham. 
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1611. A pore olde man beinge found deade in the Irish 
FEBLDE, in the countie of Berks, by name William Lanckfokd, 
his trade a miller, as appeared by a pasporte founde in his Pocott, 
was buried in the Churchyeard of the said Thatcham the vxvii^^ 
daye of Februarie, 1611. 

1611. Hughe Adames being diseased and cured at St. 
Thomas Hospitales in Southwark neare London, as lycensed by 
the Officers tnere to be conveyed to Bathe in Sommersetshire, 

whoe dyed at Mydgham, at John Barges his howse and 

was bur'd at Thatcham first March, 1611. 

1612. Abigall Wagstaffb, the daughter of Mr. Tymothib 
Wags. Esquier, was buried the viii'^ day of Aprill, 1612. 

William Sotwell, the sonne of the worshipfull Mr. Wm. S. 
esquier, was buryed the xv*^ daye of Aprill, 1612, from Gkinham. 

1611. Henrye Stroude, the sonne of Mr. Edwarde Stroude, 
was baptized the xxiii*^ daye of February, 1611. 

Ad. Ann., 1612, Hsec manu recenti. 

Mr. Levi Smith, of Newbury, that now is liveing this first 
day of September, 1695, being borne at Thatcham as thus : — 
Levie the son of Richard Smith, was baptized the xiiii*^ day of 
February, 1612. » 

1612. Edmund Wallis, of Brinckworth, in the countie of 
Wiltes, comeing homewards from London, died at the Signe of 
the Gteorge In in Thatcham, and was buryed the xiii*^ daye of 
Februarie, 1612, in Thatcham Churchyarde. 

1613. John Tomlyns, the sonne of Edwd. T., gent., was 
baptized the firste daye of June, 1613. 

1613. A yoimge man in blacke Breeches, and dublett Cutt, 
being found dead at Gbeenham, in the parish of Thatcham in 
the county of Berks, was buried ib. 6 December, 1613. 

1614. John Butler, of Nubury, was killed at Thatcham 
Townesend by one of Nubury, the 14th daye of June, 1614. 

1614. Bichard Tomlynbs, Esq. and Grace Totey were 
marryed the 2th of November, 1614. 

1615. Thomas Wagstaffb, the sonne of Timothib Wag- 
staffb of the Middle Temple, London, esquier, borne at 
Chamberhouse the 29th daye of March, 1615, and baptized the 
6th daye of Aprill next following. *• 

Timothib Wagstaffb, the son of Tim. W., ut supra, borne ib 
21st of August, 1616, and baptiz'd the tenth of September 
following. 

^ Levi Smith was Mayor of Newbury in 1693, and was buried in 
Newbury Church. 
^"^ See Baptism of Abigail Wagstaffe, 6 Nor. 1610. (No. 25). 
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Grace Tomlyns, the daughter of Richd. Tomlyns, of the 
Inner Temple, Lond., Esq., was borne the 19th day of Januarie, 
1616, and baptized the first dale of Februarie folio winge.^** 

1617. Thomas Tovye, Clark, vicar of the Parish Church of 
Thatcham, was buried the last daye of Aprill, 1617. 

1617. Elinor Sotwell, the wife of William Sotwell, of 
Lincoln's Inne, London, esquier, was buried the 16th day of 
July, 1617.8^ 



^ Gbaoe Tomlyns. See Marriage of Qxaoe Tovey, daughter of the 
Vicar of Thatcham, with Richard Tomlyns, 2 Nov. 1614. 2< 

•1 Elinor Sotwell. The following inscriptions on the gravestones 
of Elinor Sotwell and William Sotwell her husband, who died in 1639, 
are taken from Ashmole*s ''Hist, and Antiq. of Berkshire." On a 
Grave-stone lying at the entrance into the Chancel: — 

Here lyeth interred the Bodie of 
Elenor, the Wife of William Sot- 
well, of Greenham, Esqvier, whoe 
lived vertuously and died in ye 
Faith of ovr Lord Jhesus Christ, 
The 14th Daye of Jvlye, 1617, beinge 
then of the Age of 34 Yerers and 
4 Monthes, and left Livinge by 
her said husband, one Sonne, and 
three daughters. 

Mrs. Eleanor SotweU was the daughter of William Knight, of 
Thatcham, esqidre. 

On another grave-stone adjoyning are the following Arms impaled 
in one Escutcheon, viz: — Sotwell, Standen, Fortesburie, Deane, Estote, 
Seymour, Beauchamp, Belfield, Mallet, Esturmy, Hussey, Mack, 
Williams, Bray, Falconer, with this following Inscription: — 

Here lyeth buried the Body of WiUiam Sotwell, 
Esquire, Counsellor at Law, sometyme Justice of 
the Peace for this County, and Heire and eldest 
of the antient Familie of the Sotwells of Chute 
in the County of Wilts, who departed this Life 
at his House at Qreneham, within this Parish, where 
he had lived a most religious and verteous Life 
by the space of 35 years, and dyed the 18th Day 
of June, 1639, in the 68th Year of his Age. 
He left behind him one onely Child named 
Elizabeth, being his sole Heire; and the 
Widdow of Francis Trenchard, esquire. 

Francis Trenchard, Esq., of Normanton, Wilts, husband of Elizabeth 
Sotwell, died 6 Nov. 1635, leaving issue Elizabeth, his only child. 
He was buried in the Chancel of Newbury Church, and the memorial 
brass formerly affixed to his gravestone is now placed against the 
north wall of the Tower. 
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John Offley, the soniie of Sir John Offlky, knight, was 
borne at Chamberhouse the 18th day of Januarie, 1617, and was 
baptized there the 25th day of the same month. ^ 

Henry Shipton, the sonne of John Shipton, gent., was 
baptized the 24th of Februarie, 1618.83 

John Wagstaf, son of Tim., Esq., etc., borne at Chamberhouse, 
3rd of May, and christen'd 20th, 1619. 

1619. Henry Knight, the sonne of Roger Knight, of Grin- 
ham, Esq., buried 25th Sept., 1619.^ 

1619. Katheryn Offley, the daughter of Sir John Offley, 
kt., was borne at Chamberhouse 2nd day of Januarie, 1619, and 
baptized the 12th. 

Nicholas Fuller, Escj. died at Chamberhouse the 23th of 
February, 1619, and was interred the second day of March. *^ 

^ John Offley, son of Sir John Offley, Kt. Sir John Offley, of 
Madeley, co. Stafford, endowed in 1645 two free schools at^Madeley, 
and also founded in the same year Ahnshouses for ten poor persons* 
In Madeley Church there are several monuments of the Offle3's. 
Izaak Walton, the "Father of Angling," dedicated his Complete 
Angler to John Offley, Esq., of Madeley. The manor of Madeley 
passed by marriage from the family of Offley to that of Crewe. The 
pedi^ee of the Offleys of Sonning, is in the Berks Visitation of 1664-5. 

53 Henry Shipton. The name of Shipton occurs frequently in the 
Begisters of the parish of Shaw-cum-Donnington. 

w Henby KJNiGHT. Eoger Knight, of Gxeenham, the father, died 
in 1653, aged 69, and was buried in Thatcham Church, where his 
monument formerly existed. This family were of some consideration 
in the county, and information about them will be found in the 
recently published "Battles of Newbury." 

8« Nicholas Fullbb, Esq. The eminent advocate, and public-reader 
of Gray's Inn. He was the proprietor of the Manor of Chamber- 
house, which he probably purchased of the Danvers family. 

The following account of Puller is given by Wood, in **Athen89 
Oxonienses" (vol. ii, pp. 328-9). Besides this Nicholas Fuller [Author 
of ''Miscellanea Theologica " J, was another of both his names and 
times, son of Nicholas Fuller of the City of London, merchant, 
younger son of Thomas Fuller, of Neat's Hall in the Isle of Sheppy ; 
which Nicholas having received education in one of the Universities 
of Cambridge as it seems where he was benefactor to Eman. Coll., 
next afterwards to Gray's Inn, of which he was at length a counsellor 
of note and a bencher. But being always looked upon as a noted 
Puritan, and champion of the Nonconformists, pleaded m behalf of his 
two clients, Thos. Lad and Bichard Maunsel, who had been imprisoned 
by the high commission, and endeavoured to prove that the ecclesi- 
astical commissioners had no power by virtue of their commission to 
imprison, to put to the oath ex offlcio, or to fine any of his Majesty's 
subjects. Whereupon a legal advantage being given to Axchb. 
Bancroft, Fuller was imprisoned, and continued in custody several 
years. He hath written An Argument in the Caee of Thomas Lad and 
fiiehard Mauneel hie cUente, proving that Seoheiaetical Commieeionere have 
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not power hy virtue of their Comission to imprison, to put to the Oath ex 
offidOj or to fine any of hie Majesty^ e subjects. Zond., 1607 and 1641| qu. 
He died in durance on the 23 Feb., 1619, aged 76 years, and was 
buried toward the east end of the south isle joyning to the Church of 
Thatcham in Berks (in which parish his seat called Ghamberhouse is 
situated), leaving behind him two sons, Nicholas and Daniel, besides 
daughters. Nicholas, who had been a student at Queen's Coll. in this 
univ. of Oxon, was a Ejiight, while his father lived, but dying 
30 July, 1620, was buried near the grave of his said father." 

As Fuller died at his house at Chamberhouse ^in durance' according 
to Wood, he was probably what might be termed 'a prisoner on 
parole ' or under recognizances. 

In the Chamberhouse aisle of Thatcham Church, there is a hand- 
some Jacobian monument to Nicholas Fuller, sen., which is thus 
described In Ashmole's "Hist, and Antiq. Berks" : 

** Towards the East end of the South He is erected a fine arched 
Monument in the South Wall, wherein are the Statues of a man in a 
Gown and a Woman kneeling at a Desk, and beneath them their two 
sons and five daughters kneeling before another desk, under all, this 
Inscription in gold capital letters on a black marble, 

Jacturam Pax, Lex, Pietas, Populus Nicholai 
FuLLERi meesta morte tulere pii, 
Hi Lucrum, sancti te, tu Fulleri coronam. 
Coelum Animum, corpus f unera, Christus ovem. 
Te decoravit amor, Jus, Fama, Scientia, Virtus, 
Spes, Bonitas, Pietas, Christus ad astra tulit." 

The foregoing is not over elegantly rendered in the edition of Ashmole's 
"Hist, and Antiq. Berks," reprinted at Eeading in 1736, thus: — 

Law, Peace, Eeligion, People mourn thy Loss, 

Pious Fuller, with one conmion Voice; 

Eenown'd for Fame, Truth, Knowledge, Justice, Love; 

Now rais'd by Christ, Hope, Virtue, far above. 

Below thy Services Mankind enjoys. 

Above thy Company the Saints employs ; 

Thy Body earth contains, and Heaven thy Soul, 

And Christ a Sheep has added to his Fold. 
"Written in the Arch over the Man's head is this Inscription. 

Hie iacet sepul- 

tus Nicholaus Fuller, 

Armijer legisperitus hospitij 

Graiensis, bis lector pubHcus, qui 

Certa spe in Christo resurgendi 

Oblijt 23 die Febru 1620, 76 -^tat. 

Suse. Filios reliquit duos, Nicholaum 

Natu maximum Militem, et 

Danielem, filias quinque, 

Elizabethem, Annam, Mariam, 

Saram et Abigalem; qui 

Nicholaus Miles, 30 Die Julij, 

Proximo post Patris obitum 

Expirans vitam, eodem quo 

Pater tumxdatur sepulchro. 

which may be thus translated : 
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1620. Sir Nicholas Fuller, knight, was buried the fifth day 
of July, 1620, and dyed upon Mundaye being the third Julie at 
MiCHBLMARSH in the countie of South. ^ 

Mary Norton, the wife of Walter Norton, Esq., was buried 
the xvii*^ day of February, 1622. 

1624. Thomas Fauconer and Constance Sotwell, daughter 
of Wm. Sotwell, Esq. were married 2 of June, 1624. 

1624. Wm. Lewis, son of Sir Edw. Lewis, kt., borne the 18 
Nov., 1624, Thursday, bapt. first of Jan. being Saturday.^ 

1624. Anne Norton, the daughter of Walter N., Esq., was 
buried 20 of March, 1624. 
Ditto, George Gairb, Esq., was buried 20th of March, 1624.^ 

RicHD. Lewies, son of Sir Edward L., kt., borne at Chamber- 
house 10th Sept., 1626, on Sunday, and baptiz'd the 24th, 1626. 

Rose, wife of Rob r. Bonython, vicar, bur*d 2nd Aprill, 1627. ^ 

1627. John Bonython, the son of Mr. Robt. B., vicar, was 
buried 17th of June, 1627. 

Here Hes entombed Nicholas Fuller, Esq., Counsellor of Gh-ay's Inn, 
twice Lecturer, in certain hopes of rising again in Christ, who died 
Feb. 23, 1620, aged 78. He left behind him two sons, Nicholas, knt. 
and Daniel, and five daughters, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Sarah, and 
Abigail. Nicholas died July 30, next after the death of his father, 
and was buried in the same tomb. 

^ Sir Nicholas Fuller, Knt. See the above notice of his father. 
Sir Nicholas died at Michelmarsh, a village about 4 miles from Romsey. 
He has been sometimes confounded with his father of the same name. 

^ Wm. Lewis, son of Sir Edward Lewis, Knt. Sir Edward Lewis 
appears to have been descended from a Thomas Lewis who was 
High Sheriff of Eadnorshire in 1552. Sir Edward Lewis, was 
knighted at Whitehall, 26 April, 1608, being then a gentleman 
of the Privy-Chamber in Ordinary to Henry, Prince of Wales. 
He is only described as **of Wales." Sir John Danvers was 
also one of the Gentlemen of the Privy-Chamber to the Prince, and 
hence may have arisen the connection of Sir Edward Lewis with 
Chamberhouse. See Baptism of Eichd. Lewis, 10 Sept., 1626. 

^ George Gaire, Esq. * Probably George, son of Eobert Gayer, of 
Foxley, in the parish of Bray, by Ursula Babham, named in the 
pedigree in Ashmole's Berks, iii, p. 316. 

^ BoBERT Bonython. The Yicar of Thaicham here mentioned 
matriculated at Oxford from Broadgates Hall, 30 Jidy, 1596, aeed 17. 
He was of co. Cornwall, and paid the fees of a plebeian's son, hut he 
seems to have been the second son of John Bonython, and brother of 

* The pedigree of a family of this name is entered in the Herald's Visitation of 
London, 1633*4. One of them, Sir John Gayer or Qaire, was Lord Mayor of London, 
1646 7. He died July 20, 16l9, and was buried in the Church of St. Katherine- 
Gree, London. 
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In the last leafe of the Register: Henrye Winchcombe, of 
3uRGHULBURY, esquier, Lord of this Mannour of Thatcham, 
was buryed at Burghulbury aforesaid, 5th April, 1629. ^ 



John Bonython who entered his pedigree at the visitation of Cornwall 
in 1620, where Robert appears as then married. His son Robert 
matriculated at Oxford from Gloucester HaU, 28 May, 1641, aged 18, 
a!s son of Robert Bonython, derk, of Thatcham, Berks. 

*<> Henry Winchcombe, Esq. The date of burial (51h April) in 
Rawlinson's transcript of the Thatcham Register must be an error, as 
is shown by the following entry in the Bucklebury Register. 

1629, Mr. Winchcombe, esquire, and Lord of this P'she, was buried 
April 15th. 

Henry Winchcombe, Esq., of Bucklebury, Berks, by his Will dated 

7 April, 1629, directs to be buried in the Chancel of Bucklebury 

Church, and bequeaths to the Churches of Bucklebury and Thatcham 

each 40s., and to the poor of each of those parishes, and of Newbury, 

£5^ To Dame Dorothy White, Mrs. Bryers, and Mrs. AyHng lus 

Bisters, and to Martin and Edward Wollascott, gentlemen, each 

268. 8d. for a ring. He entreats the Master of Ihe Court of Wards 

and Liveries to grant the wardship of his son Henry to Wm. 

Wollascott, Esq., the younger, his wife's eldest brother, and appoints 

the said William Wollascott and his servant Robert Wilson, executors. 

The Will was proved in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, 26 June, 

1629, by the said William Wollascott. 

Henry Winchcombe, the son, died in 1642, as appears by the entry 
of burisd in the Bucklebury Register. 

1642. Mr. Henry Winchcombe, esquire, and Lord of the Manor of 
Bucklebury, was buried April 22nd. 

Henry Winchcombe, son of the preceding, was created a Baronet, 
18th June, 1661. He married Frances, daughter of Thomas Howard, 
Earl of Berkshire; and, dying in 1667, was buried at Bucklebury, as is 
thius recorded in the Register of that parish : — 

1667. Sir Henry Winchcombe was buried Dec. 19th. 
Sir Henry left a son and successor, also named Henry, who succeeded 
as second Baronet. He married a Miss Rolls; and on his demise 
without male issue in November, 1703, the baronetcy became extinct. 
Sir Henry was buried at Bucklebury, as appears below : — 
1703. Sir Henry Winchcombe, baronet, was bury'd in Linen, 
Not. the 16th. 

Lady Frances Winchcombe died in 1707; and the following records 
her burial at Bucklebury : — 

1707. The Lady Frances Winchcombe was buried in Woollen, 
December 27th. 

Upon the death of the last Baronet his estates devolved on his eldest 
daughter, Frances, wife of the celebrated Viscount Bolingbroke, who 
occasionally resided at Bucklebury. As her ladyship left no child^ 
the property passed, by her younger sister, to the family of the 
Packers, knights of the shire in succession for the county of Berks. 
Henry Packer, Esq., the last male heir, devised it to his sister's son, 
Winchcombe Henry Hartley, Esq. (great grandson of the last Sir 
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Henry Winclicombe), who for many years represented Berksliire iu 
Parliament. He married, in 1787, Ann, eldest daughter of 8amuel 
Blackwell, Esq., of Williamstrip Park, in the county of Gloucester, 
and died 12th August, 1794, leaving a son, the Rev. Winchcombe 
Henry Howard Hartley, of Bucklebury, who married, 2l8t August, 
1809, Elizabeth, eldest daughter of Thomas Watts, Esq., of Bath, and 
died 9th September, 1832, leaving a daughter, Elizabeth Ann, and a 
son, the present Winchcombe Henry Howard Hartley, Esq., of 
Bucklebury and Sodbury Manor, Gloucester. 



So far about Thatcham. 



APPENDIX. 



Abstkaots of some Early DoouMEirrs relating to Thatcham. 



Domesday The King holds Taceham. King Edward held there 

Survey. 2 Hides and never gilded. The land is 25 carucates. 
There are 35 villein s, and 12 bordarii with 25 carucates. 
There are 1 2 hagae paying farm of 55s. Two mills of 
22s. 6d., 147 acres of meadow and wood, and pannage 
for 60 pigs. Two clerks held the Church of this Manor 
with 3 nides pertaining which gilded with county, and 
worth £3. In the time of King Edward the manor was 
worth £20, now £30, yet renders £34. 

Taxation of Pope The Rector of Thatcham a pension of 2s. from the 
NicholMB IV. Church of Newbury. 

Circa A.D. 1291. rjy^^ Bishop of Bath and Wells, Eector of Thatcham. 

Bobert Burnell, Archdeacon of York, Lord Chancellor, 
and Lord Treasurer, was Bishop of Bath and Wells, 
1274—1293. 

The Church of Thatcham rated at £33 6s. 8d., and 
the Pension of the Abbot of Eeading from the Church 
was estimated at £13 6s. 8d. The property of the 
Abbot of Beading in Burcheldebiri and Thatcham at 
£40 10s. Od. 

Testa de NevilL, William de Britinoles holds 1 fee in Colthorp of 
Temp.Hen.IIL. Eobert Achard. 
and Edw. I. Colthorp in the Hundred of Eughebury. 

Close Roll, 355 b. The Market at Thatcham to be changed to 
11 loMar 1218. Thursday. 

f, 486 b. Grant of a Fair at Thatcham to the Abbot of Eeading 
29 Jan. 1222. o^ ^he Vigil and Translation of St. Thomas the Apostle 
and Martyr. 

Fine Roll. No 82, Eobert, son of Eichard, plaintiff, and Elyas, Abbot of 
4 John. 1202. Reading, defendant, for HaH-a-hi^e of Land in That- 
cham. To Defendant, on then paying 2 marcs and 
13s. 4d. yearly. 

Cotton MS. Vesp. Charter of Matilda the Empress, daughter of King 
E. 5. fol. 78 b. Henry I. to Bishop of Sarum that she has given to the 
Monks of Eeading the Church of Thatcham. Charter 
witnessed by Milo, Constable, (Milo de Gloucester was 
Constable of England), Henry de Bohun, Dapifer, 
Wm. Camerarius de Pontearch, 
Wm. de Pontearch was one of the Eoyal Chamberlains. 
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fol. 676. Charter of Henry, Duke of Normandy to Boger, 
Archdeaopn, *'I command you not to presume to alienate 
from the Monks of Beading, the Church of Thatcham, 
which ^e Lady Empress my mother and I have given." 

1226, Final Con- Simon, Abbot of Beading, plaintiff, and Peter, son of 

^°*^» Herbert, defendant, recorded between Adam, successor 

^^j?®^g *of Simon and same defendant for 128. Id. rent in 

Crockeham, to defendant, who gives a meadow in 

Thatcham, William Launner held, and warrants freely 

to give in exchange a meadow called Wydemede. 

Assize Roll, m. If Gilbert, Parson of Thatcham disseized Wm. d» 
9 a. 1248. Britynolles of Cattle Pasture in a field of 20 acres in 

Thatcham pertaining to Plaintiff's free tenure in Cold 
Ash. Yes. 

„ in. 17 a. If Half-carucate of land in Colthorp and 1 acre of 
Meadow in Thatcham be free alms of the Church of 
Thatcham, which Gilbert de Beham (? Beenham) claims, 
or lay fee of Wm. de Britynolles. Gilbert says that 
Bobert, Parson of Thatcham was seized of the same in 
the time of the present King, (Henry HI.), and Nigel, 
Parson of Thatcham was seized of the same in the 
time of King Jobn, but the Jury found for Wm. de 
Britynolles. 

„ ni. 17. If Henry, son of Alan, fatlier of John de Tacham was 
seized of half-virgate of land in Thatcham, which 
Gilbert, Parson of Thatcham, holds. Defendant says 
that John le Droys formerly held this land by gift and 
feoffment of a certain Simon, Abbot of Beading, and 
gave to Henry, the plaintiff, with Cecilia his daughter 
in free marriage, and that Henry, the plaintiff, died 
long before Cecilia, nihil capiat^ that is, he took nothing 
by his suit, or in other words, he lost his cause. 

»« II Jordan, the son of Elyas, and Matilda his wife, and 

Helenys and Matilda sisters to the wife of the plaintiff, 
seek verdict against the Abbot of Beading for 1 carucate 
of land in Thatcham, which John, the son of Thomas, 
kinsman of the women held the day he commenced his 
iter (to Jerusalem). Defendant says that the Plaintiffs 
had a sister named Matilda, who married Payne de 
Palley, and had children, sons and daughters living, 
and that they were not mentioned in the writ. This 
the Plaintiffs cannot deny. 

„ 18 a. David, son of Hugh v Abbot of Beading for 1 caru- 

cate in Thatcham, in which the Abbot had only ingress 
by Wm. de Colley, to whom Thomas de Hereward, 
brother of Plaintiff demised for a term of years. The 
Defendant says that Adam, his predecessor. Abbot of 
Beading was seized of the land, which the Plaintiff 
cannot deny. 

„ m 1. 1261. The name of Wm. de BritnoUes occurs as a Juror. 

Hundred Ri'Ue, Beginald Fitz. -Peter, has free- warren in Crokeham. 
1276. ® 
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Inquisition post Beginald Fitz. -Peter lield tlie Manor of Orokeham 

mortem, of Abbot of Beading, without eervice. 
14 Edw. 1, 1284. rjij^Q Jury say tbat his tenants do two suits yearly, 

and one view of Frankpledge, worth £17 14s. 8d. 

Inquisition ad It was found not to be to the King's damage if 
quod damnum, ^q Abbot of Reading appropriate the Church of 

/iQ^ox^irJ^ ift Thatcham. It is of the Abbot's advowson, and worth 
(1309), No. 18. ^^g 

Harleian MS., Charter of Abbott of Beading giving Prior of Poghele 
No. 1708for69. ^Poughley) pasture pertaining to Free Tenements in 
Thatcham, which he has by the gift of Boger de 
Coserugg. 

Charter of Beginald Beaufiz, son of Adeliza, quit- 
claiming to Bichard, land in Thatcham, which belonged 
to Eustace his father, and Thomas, brother of his 
mother. 

Isabella, Emma, Mabelia, Matilda, and Mary, 
daughters of Eustace. Thoma,s had a son John. 

69 b. Charter of Peter, Fitz-Herbert confirming to Adam, 
Abbot of Beading (Adam was Abott, 1226-38), grant 
of meadow in Thatcham by Walter le Mere. 

Peter Fitz-Herbert was father of the Beginald Fitz- 
Peter mentioned above. There is an account of the 
family in Dugdale's Baronage, vol. i, p. 264, and it is 
from them, the Herberts claim to descend. 

76. Bespecting Manor of Crokeham. Saturday before 
St. Andrew. John, son of Beginald did homage to 
Adam, Abbot of Beading, before B. the Prior, a certain 
monk, Wm. de Blebur, G. Pyncham, and J. Fachel, 
and paid 100s. for relief. 

1334.. Exc Inqui- Philip de Columbris and Alianor his wife held 3 

/i'^^J^J^- acres of meadow land in Thatcham of Abbot of Beading 
8 Edw III. 2, 4. ^y g^^^^^ ^f g^ ^^^^ ^g 

„ 1, 38. Bichard de Abberbury held 7 acres of meadow in 
Thatcham worth 10s. 6d. No tenure named. 

Dug. Bar, p filS "King Edward III. grants Manor of Crokeham to 
CharterRoll,No.4 WiUiam de Montacute, Earl of Sarum. 

Exc. Inq., Katherine, who was wife of William de Montacute 

23Edw. Ill, p 2, JjqI^ Crookham for life. It consisted of a capital mes- 
^* ' ^ '■ suge, one mill, 2 carucates of land — 240 acres, worth £4, 
20 acres of meadow worth 8d. an acre, 10 acres of pas- 
ture worth 2d. an acre. Two Parks. 

Free tenants 60s. There used to be rents and works, 
natives and customary tenants, but they died in pesti- 
lence. Katherine died 23 April last. William her son 
then 21. 

Ex. Inq„ John de Bures held of inheritance of John, son of 

^N^^iGi^a'a^ft^^ "'^^^^^^ ^® Ferars 12 acres of meadow in Crookham of 
o . V 3 )• ^0 jjaji Qf Salisbury, by service of 8s. worth nothing 
b^ond. 
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Final Concord, 34 Jolin Picard, plaintiff, and Boger de la Chambre and 

Hen.III, No 366. Felicia his wife, defendants for I carucate of Meadow 

(1250). ^^^^ .j^ Thatcham. To Plaintiff, who, at request of 

Felicia, grants the same to Philip, her son, on his 

marriage with Joanna, daughter of Plaintiff, and their 

issue. Failing issue to revert to Plaintiff. 

-,, 41. Bichard, Abbot of Beading, plaintiff, and Boger de 

Hen. IIT, No. 4 51. la Chambre and Felicia his wife, defendants, for 1 

(^257). carucate of land in Thatcham. To Plaintiff for prayers. 

„ 15 Edw. I. Nichs. de Burton, and Walter his brother, plaintiffs. 
No. 99. (1286). aji(j John de Stamford, of London, and Isabella his 

wife, defendants, for messuage and carucate of land in 
Shakes (in the Ofl&ce Calendar it is "Thalls") and 
Thatcham. To Plaintiffs and heirs of Nichs. Plaintiff 
gives 60 marcs. Endorsed Joanna, who was wife, 
Philip de la Chambre, places claim. Places claim may 
be thus explained — Two persons make a fine about 
land, a third person objects to their title, and so when 
they make the fine, place claim to the land, or part of 
the land, the subject of the fine. 

„ 49 Hen.III. Bichard, Abbot of Beading, plaintiff, and Thomas 
No. 549 (1265). ^q Maynhill and Cecilia his wife, defendants, for mes- 
suage and 55 acres of meadow in Thatcham. To 
Plaintiff for prayer. 

Abb. Pla P219b Charter of John, son of Beginald, granting John de 

™* ^\ ^k^^^' ^'Sradfeld, Henry de Ponto, and Joanna, daughter of 

(1288) John de Benacre 2 virgates of land, 10 acres of meadow, 

60 acres of marsh and 20 of pasture in Crokeham and 

Thatcham, and to divers persons in tail. To be held 

by service of a gilt spur. 

Final Concord 17. John de Bradfeld, Henry de Ponto and Joanna, 
Edw.I. No. 1 15 daughter of John de Bradfeld, plaintiffs, and Humfrey 

de Veylli, and Lucia his wife, defendants for 2 virgates 
of land, 10 J acres of meadow, 60 acres of marsh, and 
20 pasture, which Bichard de Bommedesby holds for 
life per legem Angliae of inheritance of Lucia, after her 
death to Plaintiff and issue of John de Bradfeld, issue 
failing, to Beatrix, daughter of Dionysia de Salisbir 
and issue, failing. Wm. de Bume and issue failing to 
heirs John de Bradfeld, plaintiff. Plaintiff gives 100 
marcs. Per legem Anglice is what is called the Courtesy 
of England. It is this — A man marries an heiress, and 
has issue by her, if the heiress dies before him he holds 
her lands for life. 

,» 15 Johnde Bradfeld, Clerk, plaintiff, and John le Yache 

Edw. I. No. 88, ^imdi. Agnes his wife, defendants, for Messuage in 

Thatcham. To Plaintiff for 10 marcs. 

» 25 John'de Bradfeld, Clerk, plaintiff, and John Oteuvil 

Edw.I. No 187.and Petronella his wife, defendants, for Messuage, 6 

acres meadow in Thatcham. To Plaintiff for 4 marcs. 
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Final Concord 14 Jolm Oteuvil and Petronella his wife, plaintiffs, and 
Edw.I. No. 86. Kichard Bythwode and Isabella Ms wife, defendants for 

Messuage> 9 acres of land, and 2 of meadow in That- 
cham. To Plaintiffs. 

„ 2 Piers de Gaveston, Earl of Cornwall, plaintiff, and 

Edw.II (1308-9). E,obert de Mauny and Cliristiana liis wife, defendants 

for 50s. rent in Crokeham. To Plaintiff for £20. 

King Edward II. granted the Manor of Crookham to 
Piers de Gaveston, who was beheaded at Warwick in 
1312. 

)> 16 Richard de Fokeram, and Isabella, his wie, plaintiffs, rp-/ 

Edw.II. No 211 ajj^ Jordan de Lovelynch, defendant, f<^ Manor of 

Colthorp. To Plaintiffs for life, reversion to Robert, 
his son, and Joanna his wife and issue, failing heirs to 
Richard de Fokeram. 



W. J. BLACKET, PRINTER, NEWBURY, 
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